
Freewheeling 

The Official Newsletter of Virginia’s First Motorcyclists’ Rights Organization 

      Let the People Who Ride Decide    Dedicated to Responsible Motorcycle Legislation 

 Vol. 2018 Issue  

 

ABATE of VIRGINIA INC. 

TazEwell, Virginia 

August 3-5, 2018 





Editor’s Column 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

This has been a busy riding season. 
Benefits, fun rides, rallies, and meetings 
abounded. Some of these will be men-
tioned elsewhere in this issue. 
 
Of course, the most looked for event of 
the summer was the 32nd Annual 
ABATE of Virginia State Rally in 
Tazewel. Unfortunately, the wet weath-
er prevented some members from at-
tending. This included several IHC 
members helping Bob and Roe DeNova 
after a storm dumped 7” of rain on 
Lynchburg in an hour, causing local 
officials to condemn their home of 35 
years. 
 
Then came Hurricane Florence. This 
storm caused the postponement of the 
Legislative Roundtable hosted by 
VCOM in Richmond. 
 
Still, some exciting things are going on 
right now. Your board of directors has 
voted to move forward with the organ 
donor bill. They have also voted to fund 
the lobbying efforts for that bill. Now, it 
will be up to us to back it up. Make 
plans now to attend ABATE Lobby 
Day in Richmond January 21and the 
BOD meeting the day before that.  
 
As always, this is YOUR newsletter. 
Please send me information and pic-
tures to reflect your hard work and good 
times, along with upcoming events in 
your area. My ABATE dedicated e-mail 
address is 
LCHistoryTeacher@outlook.com      
 
Ride Free,  
Dave “Prof” Sutton 
State Operations Director 
 

 
 

From the Horse’s Mouth 
Iron Horse Cavalry News 

Probably the biggest news from Lynchburg re-

sulted from the rainstorm that hit the city Au-

gust 2. As mentioned earlier, fierce rains, in-

cluding a seven inch in one hour deluge, turned 

parking lots into lakes and roadways into rivers.  

One dam in the city was heavily damaged and 

was in danger of failing. 

This storm affected two IHC members im-

mensely. While preparing to attend the State 

Rally, Bob and Roe DeNova lost there home to 

flood waters, though they did not live close to a 

lake or stream. The raging waters damaged the 

basement walls so badly that local officials 

condemned the house that had been the          

DeNova home for 35 years. Though they were 

not injured, the flood waters also washed away 

most of Bob’s prized, lifetime collection of 

New York Yankees memorabilia. 

They, and several other IHC members who 

stayed to help, did not make it to the state rally. 

However, two weeks later, a large part of the 

state rally’s participants and many others came 

to them. 

Members of IHC, Chapter 99 and others lost no 

time in planning one of the best displays of 

brotherhood I have seen in my years of ABATE 

membership. The date was set for August 18 at 

the Lynchburg American Legion Post 16. The 

Tommy Cox Band, who played at the state rally 

and had a gig in Richmond that night, volun-

teered to provide music for the event. Members 

of at least five ABATE chapters, as well as al-

most every other club, association, and organi-

zation active in the area came together for a 

brother and sister in need. 

Local businesses and individuals provided 

goods and services for the silent and Chinese 

auctions. Food was donated and cooked for the 

large crowd. Of course, their was the cover fee, 

50/50 raffle and individual donations. As Exec-

utive Director Stan Bryant officially closed the 

event, he announced that over $11,000.00 had 

been raised and they were still counting! Bob 

and Roe expressed their extreme gratitude to all 

involved. Please see pictures on the next page. 



Bob and Roe DeNova Benefit 

American Legion Post 16– Lynchburg, Virginia 



YOUR ABATE OFFICERS 
 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Stan Bryant 
556 Burr Oak Rd 
Lynchburg, VA 
Ph. 434-444-1515 
ssdbryant@netzero.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Operations Director 
Dave “Prof” Sutton 
Rustburg, Virginia 
434-258-8180 
LCHistoryTeacher@outlook.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Director 
Joe Wagner 
jowagner4@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legislative Coordinator 
G. W. Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Director 
MaryAnn Sowle 
P.O. Box 426 
Oakton, VA 22124 
masowle@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advertising Manager 
Tarie Metz 
tarie65@gmail.com 
 
 
CHAPTER DIRECTORS 
 
CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
James Williams, Chapter Director 
Ph.  540-580-9571 
usand3girls@aol.com 
 
 
COALFIELD CHAPTER 
James Clevinger, Chapter Director 
Ph.  276-531-8344 
jnclevinger@aol.com 
 
 
CULPEPER CHAPTER 
Andy Keaton, Chapter Director 
Ph. 540-937-3924 
keaton@rjmerkelinc.com 
 

 
 
CHAPTER 99 
Pete Bulgart, Chapter Director 
petebulgart@yahoo.com 
 
 
FLATLANDER CHAPTER 
John Bilotta, Chapter Director 
Ph. 757-839-1178 
johnblt357@gmail.com 
 
 
HOLE IN THE WALL  
CHAPTER 
Henry Collins, Chapter Director 
Ph. 276-688-0058 
henryjcollinsjr@gmail.com 
 
 
IRON HORSE CAVALRY 
CHAPTER 
Stan Bryant, Chapter Director 
Ph. 434-444-1515 
ssdbryant@netzero.com 
 
 
LONESOME PINE CHAPTER 
Shag Meade, Chapter Director 
Ph. 276-565-4541 
shagedawg@hotmail.com 
 
 
 MASON DIXON CHAPTER 
John “Alias” Reinhart, 
Chapter Director 
Ph. 703-851-2251 
 
 
MOUNTAIN THUNDER 
CHAPTER 
Eddie Ober, Chapter Director 
Ph. 540-353-1410 
88jrwfo@live.com 
 
 
NELSON COUNTY CHAPTER 
Buddy Altizer, Chapter Director 
434-989-4432 
 
PURGATORY MOUNTAIN 
CHAPTER 
Daniel “Scooby” Moore, Chapter 
Director 
 
 
TAZEWELL COUNTY  
CHAPTER 
Randy Carter, Chapter Director 
Randy04eglide@aol.com 



August 3-5 saw the 32nd Annual ABATE 
of Virginia State Rally. Though our or-
ganization formed in 1975, we can only 
verify a continuous streak of state rallies 
back to 1987, two years after we became 
a corporation. 

 

Due to some seriously wet weather, many 
of us did not make it until Saturday 
morning. This year Randy Carter and the 
rest of the Tazewell Chapter putout the 
welcome mat at the Moose Campground. 
As usual, it was great to see everyone. 
Although I did not get an official head 
count, 78 people signed in at the BOD 
meeting Saturday. 

 

After the BOD meeting, a large group 
took a guided ride to Burke’s Garden, the 
highest valley in Virginia. Three of us 
opted for the Back of the Dragon, be-
cause we had never ridden it. After the 
rides were the bikes games, good food, 
and fellowship. 

 

Friday night, Bowtie was scheduled to 
DJ. On Saturday, the Broken Treaty Band 
and the Tommy Cox band kept things 
hopping. One group in particular test ta-
ble strength, using one for a dance floor! 

 

Sunday morning came too soon. As we 
said our goodbyes and got ready to ride 
home, people were already talking about 
next year. Sure hope to see everyone 
there! 

32nd Annual State Rally 
Tazewell, Virginia 



Remember– Businesses that give ABATE 

members a 10% discount get a free business 

card ad in Freewheeling, like these fine 

folks. 

State Rally Continued 



CHAPTER MEETING INFORMATION 
 
 
CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
Meets on the first Sunday of each month at 1PM 
at the Roanoke Moose Lodge,  
3233 Catawba Valley DR (Route 311), Salem, VA 
 
 
COALFIELD CHAPTER 
Meets on the second Saturday of each month 
at 7 PM at the Comfort Inn, 
22006 Riverside Drive, Grundy, VA 22006. 
 
 
CULPEPER CHAPTER 
Meets on the second Thursday of each month 
at 7 PM at Luigi’s Italian Restaurant 
235 Southgate Shopping Ctr, 
Culpeper, VA 22701. 
 
 
CHAPTER 99 
Meets on the first Monday of each month 
at 6 PM at Chug-A-Lugs, 15225 Wards Road (Route 
29 across from airport) Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 
 
FLATLANDER CHAPTER 
Meets on the second Sunday of each month 
at 1 PM at the  Towne Point Pub & Restaurant, 
3558 Towne Point Rd, Portsmouth, VA 23703 
 
 
HOLE IN THE WALL CHAPTER 
Meets on the third Saturday of each month 
at 6 PM at the BP station, located at 
EXIT 58 off I-77 in Bastian, VA 24314 
 
 
IRON HORSE CAVALRY CHAPTER 
Meets on the first Tuesday of each month 
at 7 PM at Big Lick’s, 4001 Murray Place 
(off the Lynchburg Expressway) in 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 
 
 
LONESOME PINE CHAPTER 
First Tuesday of each month 
Hawg Nutz 
1104 Kentucky Ave 
Norton, VA 24273 6:30pm. 
 
 
MASON DIXON CHAPTER 
Second and fourth Tuesday of each month @ 
8pm 
Patriot’s Cafe 
10376 Lee Hwy 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

 
 
 
 
MOUNTAIN THUNDER CHAPTER 
Meetings: Second Saturday of each month at 12 noon 
Jersey Lily’s Roadhouse 
1650 Braeburn Dr 
Salem, VA 24153 
Across from Lewis Gale Hospital 
 
 
NELSON COUNTY CHAPTER 
Meets on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7 PM at the Lovingston Café Lounge, 
165 Front Street, Lovingston, VA 22949 
 
 
PURGATORY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 
Meets on second Thursday of each month 
at 7 PM at the Buchanan Moose Lodge, 
534 3rd Street, Buchanan, VA 24066 
 
 
TAZEWELL COUNTY CHAPTER 
Meetings: 1st Friday of the month at 7 pm. 
La Fiesta Mexican Cantina 
504 Commerce Drive 
Bluefield, VA 24605 
 
 
 

 

Attention ABATE 

MEMBERS- 

Good times Restau-

rant & Bar in  

Buchanan is Offer-

ing a 10% Biker  

Discount On             

Sundays, But you 

have to ask for it. 

Tell ‘em Becky said... 



BOD MINUTES, August 4, 2018 
ABATE OF VIRGINIA, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Moose Lodge Campground– TAZEWELL, VA 
  
The meeting was called to order by Executive Director Stan Bryant at 11:40 a.m. Operations Director Dave 
“Prof” Sutton and Financial Director Joe Wagner were also in attendance as voting BOD members. Other state 
officers present included Legislative Coordinator G.W. Peterson, Membership Director MaryAnn Sowle, and 
NCOM/MRF Representative John Bilotta. 
   
The following chapters were represented: 
Chapter 99, Culpeper, Flatlander, Hole in the Wall, Iron Horse Cavalry (Daniel Trail as proxy), Mason 
Dixon, Mountain Thunder, Nelson County (Sammy Jackson as proxy), Purgatory Mountain, Tazewell 
County. 
 
The following chapters were not represented: Catawba Valley, Coalfield, and Lonesome Pine. 
 
78 members signed in for the meeting. 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a quorum was established, with Catawba, Coalfield and Lonesome 
Pine chapters not represented. 
Stan moved to skip the reading of the previous meeting minutes; the motion was seconded and approved. 
 
CURRENT NEWS 
Stan recognized Roxanne Hicks and awarded her the 30 year membership pin. Roxanne has belonged to the 
original Lynchburg Chapter, the Iron Horse Cavalry Chapter, and is currently a member of Chapter 99. 
 
Severe flash flooding in Lynchburg caused by steady rain and a one hour deluge of seven inches caused sever-
al members to miss the rally. They were assisting Bob and Roe DeNova, whose home received so much dam-
age it was condemned by the county. (A donation jar was later passed to help them in the difficult days ahead) 
 
Stan mentioned that preliminary work has been done on an organ donor bill that would exempt motorcyclists 
from the mandatory helmet law if they were officially listed as organ donors. A lobbying firm is interested in 
representing ABATE  and there are two potential sponsors for the bill in the state General Assembly. More on 
that during legislative report. 
 
There are 260 Motorcycle Awareness signs available for chapters. 
 
Shout out to Mountain Thunder Chapter with 90 members and growing. 
 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR REPORT 
The color, online version of the latest edition of Freewheeling is available on the state website. John Bilotta 
distributed the black and white hard copies to the chapters. The officer contact information has been updated. 
A correction has to be made that the Biker discount at Good Times in Buchanan is available on Sundays only. 
 
Prof asked that information sent for publication be in article or online post form to help speed the editing pro-
cess. Articles, pictures, and flyers for the next edition should be sent to Prof by the Monday after Labor Day. 
 
We still need an advertising manager. We have one paid advertiser and two offering discounts. Advertising is 
needed to offset printing costs and help us get our message out.  Prof motioned that a 10% incentive be given 
to chapters supplying paid advertising. The motioned was seconded and carried by acclamation vote. 
 
Items for future newsletters can be sent to Prof’s ABATE dedicated e-mail, LCHistoryTeacher@outlook.com.   
 
 



BOD Minutes continued 
 
FINANCIAL DIRECTOR 
Joe Wagner reported an available balance of $12,884.66. He reminded members that charitable contributions 
made to ABATE are NOT tax deductible, so checks should be made out directly to the charity involved. 
 
LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR— Background work has been continuing on the helmet law reform bill with 
organ donor exemption. Our hoped for sponsor was busy with lengthy special session, but offered advice. Two 
other, bi-partisan sponsors are interested in sponsoring a bill. They are both individual rights advocates. 
 
After discussion, Prof offered a motion that ABATE of Virginia would pursue passage of a bill to exempt reg-
istered organ donors from the mandatory motorcycle helmet requirement and out-of-state riders with organ 
donor cards will be exempt as well. The motion was seconded. The state directors were in agreement and a roll 
call vote of chapter directors/proxies present was unanimous with the exception of an abstention vote from 
Flatlanders Chapter. 
 
Lobbyist David Bailey has agreed to represented ABATE of Virginia in the upcoming session on a sliding 
scale of $500.00 per month beginning September 1 through the life of the bill’s progress. $2500.00 per sub-
committee and full committee process will be added. Prof  offered a motion that ABATE of Virginia be au-
thorized to spend up to $14,000.00 for lobbyist costs leading up to and including the 2019 General Assembly 
session. The motion was seconded. The state directors were in agreement and a roll call vote of chapter direc-
tors/proxies present was unanimous. 
 
AMA/MRF/NCOM 
John Bilotta reported that Meeting of the Minds and Bikers Inside the Beltway are both coming up. 
 
ADVERTISING 
We only have one paid advertiser and two confirmed business offering biker or ABATE discounts. Need 
someone to step up as advertising manager. Contact Joe Wagner for advertising rates, which will also be made 
available on the state website and printed in Freewheeling. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
MaryAnn distributed the annual membership pins to chapter directors present. Joe distributed membership re-
ports. Joe reported that we have 297 paid members. We need to remind members to renew their dues in a time-
ly fashion. 
 
OPEN FLOOR 
A raffle in Lynchburg to benefit the Snypes family is for a donated 1994 Softtail. Only 100 tickets are being 
sold at $100.00 each. 
 
The Legislative Roundtable hosted by VCOM is scheduled for September 16 in Short Pump, Virginia. 
 
Tom McGrath offered copies of the motorcycle insurances dvds. He also mentioned ABC board harassment of 
establishments allowing club patches. The Tom McGrath Law Group is defending these cases pro-bono. Also, 
the statute preventing standing on footpegs needs to be amended and those cases are being defended pro-bono 
also. 
 
John Bilotta suggested we pursue a membership challenge. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Stan moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:43 p.m.; the motion was seconded and approved. 



CHAPTER WALL 

SEND A PICTURE OF your chapter patch or 

banner for the wall 

YOUR CHAPTER 

HERE 

 

 

YOUR CHAPTER 

HERE 



Grover Greybeard 
An experienced rider was on his daily com-
mute to work before sunrise.  The secondary 
highway pavement was dry, traffic was mod-
erate and vehicle speeds were normal.  There 
was no roadside lighting. 
Rounding a curve, the biker was surprised 
when his headlight shone on a large object in 
his lane.  Unable to steer around it due to ve-
hicles in the adjacent lane and oncoming traf-
fic in the opposite lane, he tried to stop.  Not 
being able to come to a complete stop, the 
rider was able to slow down considerably be-
fore hitting the object and being thrown from 
the bike.  He sustained several broken ribs and 
some bruising.  His bike was not severely 
damaged.  It was repaired and is now in use 
again by the biker. 
 
Grover says: 
It has been said that most accidents either 
happen in the home or within a few miles of 
home.  The reason for this is that we are 
lulled into the mindset of familiarity and com-
placency.  The rider in this case had a ride 
each day on a roadway on which he was fa-
miliar and was usually “clean and green”.  
He needed to expect the unexpected.  It was 
also important to be extra watchful, especially 
when visibility is limited.  Darkness, fog, rain 
or smoke will reduce the amount of time be-
tween observing an obstruction and the reac-
tion time to avoid it.  You may want to exer-
cise some caution when conditions warrant it 
and throw caution to the wind on another, 
better day. 
We have seen plenty of objects on the roads 
recently, such as shredded tires, construction 
materials, metal ladders, mattresses and other 
pieces of furniture.  And those are just some 
items contributed by other drivers. 
Mother Nature has her own handbag of haz-
ards to place in your path such as downed 
tree limbs (or even whole trees), electric ca-
bles and utility poles, road signs, high water 
and animals. 
Don’t think that just because the road was 
clear the last time you rode it that it will be so 
clear the next time.  The object in the roadway 
that caused our fellow rider’s misfortune was 
a sofa that had fallen out of the bed of a 
pickup truck.  The driver of the truck wasn’t 
even aware that she had lost any of her cargo 
until confronted when stopped at her destina-
tion. 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES 
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish, 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

ACCIDENTS & FATALITIES DOWN AT STURGIS, 

DESPITE BIGGER CROWD 

The number of fatal crashes during the Sturgis Motorcycle 

Rally was half that of last year's count, according to statis-

tics released by the South Dakota Highway Patrol.  During 

the two-week event, there were four fatal crashes, compared 

to eight during the same time period last year.  Both injury 

and non-injury accidents were down more than 10% com-

pared to 2017, and total citations issued during Sturgis were 

also down nearly ten percent to 987. 

Meanwhile, more than half a million vehicles rolled into the 

small western South Dakota town of 6,900.  Data gathered 

by the South Dakota Department of Transportation from 

nine locations around Sturgis show a nearly 8% increase in 

traffic over last year, which saw 469,100 vehicles. 

For this year’s 78th annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, the 

tally was 505,969 vehicles, which includes motorcycles, 

automobiles, trucks and motor homes.  Still, the number 

was shy of the 2015 traffic, when 747,032 vehicles rolled 

into the city for the 75th annual rally. 

HARLEY REFUTES ‘MISINFORMATION’ ABOUT 

MOVING PRODUCTION OFFSHORE 

Harley-Davidson Inc. Chief Executive Officer Matt Le-

vatich pushed back against what he called “misinformation” 

surrounding the Motor Company’s announced plans to 

move some production overseas. 

The iconic American motorcycle maker has been the subject 

of angry tweets from President Donald Trump since an-

nouncing in June it would move some production abroad to 

sidestep tariffs the European Union slapped on its bikes in 

retaliation to Trump’s tariffs on imported steel and alumi-

num. 

According to Bloomberg business news, “the spat heated up 

recently when President Trump said he would support a 

boycott of the company if it moved production overseas.”  

Trump’s pronouncement that “A Harley-Davidson should 

never be built in another country-never!,” came a day after 

he welcomed nearly 200 'Bikers For Trump' supporters to 

his golf course in Bedminster, New Jersey, and a New York 

Times article cited some Harley-Davidson owners criticiz-

ing the company at the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally saying this 

was their last Harley. 



(NCOM cont.) 
 
MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY TRYING TO AT-
TRACT NEW RIDERS 
Motorcycling in America is getting a makeover, as 
industry stalwarts and upstart competitors are trying to 
attract new riders who want something different from 
Harley's big burbling cruisers or screaming Japanese 
and European performance bikes, says CNNMoney. 
  
The changes are in response to younger riders who are 
attracted to the efficiency and fun of two-wheel travel, 
but who don't want to buy into all the "biker" baggage. 
  
"Millennials and Gen X'ers, they aren't always seeking 
to make motorcycling a lifestyle, where it's kind of 
everything you live for," said Tim Buche, president and 
CEO of the Motorcycle Industry Council.  These 
younger riders are looking for motorcycles suited to a 
more casual relationship rather than a serious commit-
ment. 
  
With shifting tastes, some start-up motorcycle makers 
are offering “green” electric bikes, without the noise, 
vibration and pollutants of an internal combustion en-
gine, while more well-established brands are putting 
design emphasis on spare simplicity, targeted at a more 
casual rider. 
 
EPA ADMITS ETHANOL CAUSES ENVIRON-
MENTAL DAMAGE 
“The federal requirement to blend ethanol into gasoline 
on the theory that it will reduce the hypothetical global 
warming that hasn’t appeared yet has been a joke from 
the start,” states a newsbit circulated by Bikernet.com, 
and that “By adding a huge amount of demand for 
corn, it did push up prices for that commodity, and 
made vast swaths of the rural Midwest prosperous, 
though it has injured poor Mexicans and others who 
depend on corn for a substantial portion of their nutri-
tion and driven up the price of feed used for animals, 
raising meat prices.” 
  
The net energy balance of ethanol production – sub-
tracting the amount of energy necessary to grow the 
corn, transport it to refineries, and then transport the 
ethanol to gasoline producers, has been considered a 
substantial net energy gain.  But now the EPA has fi-
nally issued a new report and admits that the ethanol 
mandate comes at a considerable environmental cost. 
 
The Public News Service summarizes:  “Federal law 
requires the EPA to assess the environmental impact of 
the fuel standard every three years, but the new report, 
issued in July, was four years overdue.  According to 
David DeGennaro with the National Wildlife Federa-
tion, the report documents millions of acres of wildlife 
habitat lost to ethanol crop production, increased nutri-
ent pollution in waterways and air emissions and side 
effects worse than the gasoline the ethanol is replac-
ing.” 
 
“The bigger surprise is the fact that ethanol production 
and combustion significantly increases the production 
of nitrous oxides (Nox),” notes HotAir.com.  “This 
combines with oxygen in the atmosphere when ex-
posed to sunlight, producing ozone… 

 
and actually contributes to the formation of smog and 
leads to respiratory ailments for many people.” 
 
None of this speaks to the excessive costs that ethanol 
forces on drivers and auto manufacturers, says Bik-
ernet.com, concluding that; “Alas, the mandate is so popu-
lar with corn farmers in Iowa, home of the first round of 
presidential nominations, that President Trump (and other 
politicians) not only maintain the mandate, President 
Trump recently told an audience in Iowa that he was ‘very 
close’ to having EPA issue a waiver to the Clean Air Act 

to allow year-round sale of E-15. 
 
WACO ‘TWIN PEAKS’ UPDATE 
To keep readers apprised of the ongoing travesty of 
‘Waco’ -- the May 2015 shootout involving police and 
club members attending a legislative meeting at the Twin 
Peaks Restaurant that left nine bikers dead and 20 wound-
ed -- AIM/NCOM Founder Richard Lester would like to 
share the following information gleaned from Southwest 
Scooter News: 
  
Prosecutors and an attorney for Jacob Carrizal, the Dallas 
Bandidos chapter president, have agreed to postpone the 
retrial of the Twin Peaks biker shootout defendant, which 
had been set for September 10, 2018.  Carrizal is the first 
and only defendant to stand trial so far, and his first trial 
ended in a hung jury and mistrial in November 2017. 
  
In a joint motion for a continuance, Robert Moody, 
McLennan County first assistant district attorney, and 
Chris Lewis, Carrizal’s attorney, cite the volume of evi-
dence needed to be reviewed, plus evidence federal prose-
cutors have agreed to share from the separate trial of two 
former Bandidos national leaders that both sides want to 
see, according to the Waco Tribune. 
  
Besides McLennan County prosecutors, attorneys repre-
senting defendants in federal civil rights lawsuits filed 
over the mass arrests of 193 bikers after the Twin Peaks 
incident also have cited the need to see federal evidence 
from a Bandidos racketeering case in San Antonio as a 
reason for postponing proceedings in the civil cases. 
  
Prosecutors re-indicted Carrizal and 23 other Twin Peaks 
defendants earlier this summer on riot charges and have 
said they do not intend to pursue the identical ‘engaging in 
organized criminal activity’ charges on which 155 bikers 
were indicted three years ago.  Of those 155 cases, with 
defendants being held in jail for months on a million dol-
lars bail each, all but 27 have been dismissed. 
  
In the meantime, as his term grows short, Waco District 
Attorney Abel Reyna -- who failed in his re-election bid 
largely over his mishandling of the “Twin Peaks 
Shootout” cases -- is settling old scores before leaving 
office by firing prosecutor Amanda Dillon, the last of 
Reyna’s remaining employees who provided information 
to the FBI during its investigation of DA Reyna, effective-
ly blaming her for the mistrial in the Carrizal case. 



Motorcycle Riders Foundation 

Congratulations to Pete “Buldawg” Bulgart, whose 
name was selected during the 2018 ABATE State 
Rally drawing. Pete is now among those who are 
helping to support motorcycle rights. 
 
If you are not currently a member of the MRF, ask 
yourself, “Why not?” You have shown that you 
are dedicated to motorcycle rights in Virginia with 
your activity in ABATE, why wouldn’t you be 
interested in helping with federal motorcycle legis-
lation? 
 
Just like our work in ABATE, the MRF is working 
with Congressional Representatives and Senators 
to promote more motorcycle-friendly legislation 
on a national scale. 
 
The MRF sponsors the Bikers Inside the Beltway, 
the only national biker Lobby Day in Washington, 
D.C. when we converge on the Capitol and ex-
press our concerns about issues facing motorcy-
clists. 
 
When the government considered a ban on super 
bikes in 1988, the MRF was able to lobby for im-
proved training and education instead of a ban on 
bikes. 
 
The MRF helped create the Motorcycle Advisory 
Council to advise the Department of Transporta-
tion on motorcycle-related issues and in 2017 was 
instrumental in reauthorizing the council. 
 
The MRF successfully stopped the NHTSA from 

sending people to states to lobby for mandatory 

helmet laws. After the NHTSA was stopped, other 

branches of the govern-ment (CDC, DOT, GAO) 

were involved in trying to change state law. 

 (Do you remember when we said we had a “motor-cycle 
disease” after hearing about the Centers for Disease Con-
trol involvement?) In fact, since New Jersey Senator 
Frank Lautenberg had made it his personal goal to pass a 
national helmet law, the MRF successfully lobbied 
against the legislation every year from 2005 until his 
death in 2013. 
 
The MRF has expressed concerns about E-15 ethanol fuel 
that is being promoted in Congress by the ethanol indus-
try. Mis-labeling at the pumps could cause confusion 
among young newer riders who have not heard about the 
effects of higher percentages 
of ethanol or the threat of having manufacturers warran-
ties voided. 

The MRF is working with SMRO’s and anti-profiling 
groups (Anti-Profiling Action Group and the Motorcycle 
Profiling Project) to encourage Congress to pass legisla-
tion opposing profiling of motorcyclists, with H. Res.318 
and S. Res.154. 

In 1991 Arizona Senator Dennis DeConcini introduced a 
bill to help law enforcement punish criminal gangs. The 
MRF success-fully worked with the Senator to remove 
not only “motorcycle gangs”, but all references to any-
thing having to do with motorcycles in the bill. The MRF 
has been able to remove references to motorcyclists in all 
“Outlaw Gang Bills”. 

Looking into the future, the MRF has raised concerns 
about autonomous vehicles and the lack of motorcycles in 
testing literature. 

The MRF has also expressed concerns about the report 
from the Road to Zero Coalition, which intends to help 
eliminate all highway deaths by 2050. Input from the 
MRF addressing motorcycle safety and ways to mitigate 
fatalities was not added to the report. 

Most recently, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
and the Highway Loss Data Institute published a report in 
2013 that claimed anti-lock brakes would result in a 31 
percent decrease in fatalities. Now the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board has unanimously recommended to the 
NHTSA that ABS brakes be mandatory on all motorcy-
cles sold in the U.S. 

FREEDOM OF CHOICE? Join the MRF! 
 
 

 



ABATE HAS HELPED DO THIS: 
 
Designating all money from the motorcycle endorsements 
on drivers’ licenses to be applied directly to the Virginia 
Rider Training Program. 
 
Establishment of a motorcyclist’s learner’s permit. 
 
Prohibiting state, county, and city governments from ban-
ning motorcycles from roads that use any public funds. 
 
Prohibiting motorcycle-only checkpoints. 
 
Permitting the use of headphones in helmets as part of a 
communication device. 
 
Permanently allowing motorcycles on High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) lanes by statute. 
 
Allowing motorcyclists to proceed through a red light after 
waiting two minutes or two cycles and when safe to do so. 
 
Defining legal helmet standards by statute and repealing 
the criminal penalty of wearing a non-approved helmet. 
 
Allowing motorcyclists to ride in a police escorted parade 
without a helmet. 
 
Requiring all driver education programs to include motor-
cycle awareness training. 
 
Adoption of a special license plate that incorporates a safe 
motorcycling message.  
 
Allowing use of additional brake lights approved by the 
Superintendent of the State Police, modulating brake lights 
and modulating headlights. 
 
Defeating legislation that placed an age limit on motor- 
cycle passengers. 
 
Defeating legislation that would have prohibited motor- 
cycles from bridges and tunnels in the Hampton Roads area 
during periods of strong weather. 
 
Requiring VDOT to consider motorcycles in all roadway 
maintenance and planning of future roadway projects. 
 
Allowing the use of a facemask in public when not trying 
to conceal one’s identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete and mail this application, with a check or 
money order to:   

ABATE of VA, PO Box 426, Oakton, VA  22124 

 

(Please print legibly) 

 

Name(s): ____________________ _______________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

 

City:_____________________________State_____Zip_______ 

 

Signature(s):  _______________ _________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________ _____ 

 

Referred by:  ____________________________ ____________ 

 

Category:  Single $20.00 [ ]     Joint $30.00 [ ]       

                                New [ ]           Renewal [ ] 

Add $10.00 for each additional member in the same household 

New membership for 18-29 years of age   FREE! [ ] 

Life time membership $400.00 [ ] 

 

Are you a registered voter?    Yes [ ]     No [ ] 

 

Are you an AMA member?       Yes [ ]     No [ ] 

 

#________________________ 

Are you a VCOM member?  Yes [ ]  No [ ] 

 

Are you an MRF member?    Yes [ ]  No [ ]   

 

Occupation(s): _____________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  __________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail:  __________________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred Chapter: __________________________________________________ 

 

What would you like ABATE to accomplish? (We do read this.) 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Dues/donations to ABATE of VA are not tax deductible, 
transferable, or refundable. 



ABATE of VIRGINIA INC. 
 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIASTS AND ENTERPRISING BUSI-

NESS MANAGERS!   

  

This is the time to get in on a great promotional opportunity! Sign up now for an annual, bi-annual, 

or quarterly website ad, including newsletter space, and save money with our current low rates!   

  

Yearly-    Full Page Ad $225         Half Page Ad $115   Business Card Ad $100  

6 month-  Full Page Ad $125        Half Page Ad  $75     Business Card Ad $50 

Contact Advertising Manager 
Tarie Metz 
tarie65@gmail.com 


