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Editor’s Column 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope you enjoy this issue’s cover art. More 

years ago than I want to think about, Jeff Duke 

Martin and I discussed this concept over some 

cold ones. ABATE Sam was the result. New 

member recruitment and retaining current 

members continues to be a challenge. 

As the season for laying wreathes, toy runs and 

Christmas parties comes to an end, our atten-

tion turns once again to the state capitol. Our 

legislative team has been hard at work. Several 

of us attended the VCOM hosted legislative 

roundtable meeting in Richmond in Septem-

ber. They voted to act on two legislative is-

sues. Stan and I presented the concepts behind 

ABATE’s organ donor bill. Please see John 

Bilotta’s report in this issue.  

ABATE Lobby Day is scheduled for January 

21. The BOD and preparation meeting will be 

held the previous day at the historic Linden 

Row hotel in Richmond. Mention ABATE 

when calling, or use the code ABATE19 

online to receive a room discount. 

Tarie Metz has agreed to be our much needed 

advertising manager. She has added a co-

manager, David Croom. Please see her contact 

information on the officer’s page. She is ask-

ing for chapters to send her local yellow pages 

to use for advertising leads. 

Since joining ABATE over three decades ago, 
I have seen two states lose helmet freedom of 
choice. Of the seven that gained helmet of 
choice, all had to accept some concession or 
condition, whether it be an age, experience, 
rider education or extra-insurance requirement. 
Straight helmet law repeals just do not happen. 
 
Remember, using the  roads and highways is a 
privilege that can be suspended, NOT a guar-
anteed right. Our organ donor bill simply asks 
for an extra privilege, not a requirement.  
 

From the Director 

2018 came and went so fast, I did not have time to 

shift gears. We started out with the coldest day of the 

year riding in our yearly Polar Bear Run. Then we 

had a great time in Tazwell at our State Rally. All of a 

sudden, it is Polar Bear Run time again. 

I know I am leaving a lot out, it was a great year for 

ABATE of Virginia Inc., .and I just do not have 

enough time or paper to mention everything and eve-

ry event from every chapter throughout the past 

twelve months. I have noticed the great things our 

chapters have performed and causes they supported 

by looking at Facebook, (keep up the posts) and I can 

say I sure am proud to be a part of such a wonderful 

organization. 

As for the future, we have a bill for 2019, HB 1872. It 

contains a provision allowing the rider  to become an 

organ donor and ride helmet free. 

Our patron and our co-patrons all feel it has merit. 

With the support of our members, we have a very 

high chance of it being passed. I hope to see everyone 

that can attend in Richmond on the 20th of January 

for ABATE Lobby Day at the Linden Row Hotel. If 

you cannot make it , please e-mail, phone, or even 

write your delegates asking for their support. 

I wish only the best for everyone in this new year. 

Safety, on and off the road, happiness and the best of  

health to you all. HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 

2019 !!!!    

Stan Bryant 
State Director ABATE of Virginia 

The choice is yours, be an organ donor , enjoy the 
privilege of riding helmet free. We are “putting our 
money where our mouth is,” much like we did to ex-
pand rider education in Virginia. Later, the require-
ment may be lifted, as several were in Kentucky. The 
point is, we have to start somewhere. 
 
As always, this is YOUR newsletter. Please send me 
information and pictures to reflect your hard work and 
good times, along with upcoming events in your area. 
My ABATE dedicated e-mail address is 
LCHistoryTeacher@outlook.com      
 
Ride Free,  
Dave “Prof” Sutton 
State Operations Director 



 

Legislative Roundtable 
John Bilotta 

 

We attended the VCOM Legislative Roundtable yes-

terday and Stan and Dave spoke about our plan for re-

pealing the helmet law in 2019.  There were a few 

questions about the organ donor concept, but I thought 

that was to be expected. (Ed. Discussion was just over 

21 minutes). 

 

Other roundtable discussions revolved around filtering 

or lane sharing; riding on the shoulder; improved sign-

age for rough roads; reckless driving and right of way 

violations; EZ Pass and other toll issues; grass clip-

pings in roadways; increased penalties for cell phone 

usage; ability for motorcyclists to use bicycle lanes; 

"Watch for Motorcycles" license plates and the ability 

to stand on pegs/floorboards without penalty.  

 

Obviously, not all concerns will be addressed in the 

General Assembly next year, it looks like VCOM and 

the motorcyclists from clubs, rider groups and con-

cerned bikers who attended the roundtable will be ar-

guing for the ability to ride on the shoulder, address 

grass clippings on the road and the "Watch for Motor-

cycles" license plates. 

 

I spoke with Matt after the discussion and he told me 

that he (the Law Group and/or VCOM) will not sup-

port the helmet repeal bill, but will not stand in the 

way of or oppose it either. (Ed. Matt Danielson said 

this to Stan and I also) 

That means that it will be up to ABATE and whatever 

support our members can muster in order for it to be 

successful, since the rest of the motorcycle community 

may or may not be with us (or may not even know 

about it). 

 

We need convincing and compelling arguments for 

helmet repeal and it can't be as simple as, "I don't want 

to wear a helmet because I don't like to, or I don't feel 

it's necessary, or I don't want the state to tell me what 

to do..." 

 

This General Assembly session begins on the second 

Wednesday in January, which will be the 9th.  Our 

Motorcycle Lobby Day is slated for Monday, January 

21st, which means that our delegates and state senators 

will already be working on bills for almost two weeks 

before we show up there.   

LOBBY DAY 

Linden Row Inn room booking for the General 

Assembly. 

The ABATE of Virginia BOD meeting will be 

held Sunday, January 20th at 1:30 pm at the 

Lindon Row Inn. 

Monday morning, January 21st we’ll be head-

ing to the General Assembly building. 

Linden Row Inn  

Your room block is now set up in our system 

and your guests can start booking with us! We 

are pleased to inform you that your guests may 

book their Group Rate rooms via our Online 

Reservations System. Please remind your 

guests to book by January 13, 2019. (1 week 

prior to arrival). 

To make a reservation at the Group Rate, 

please follow these instructions: 

1. Go to our Reservations Page at 

www.reservations.lindenrowinn.com  

2. Select your Arrival and Departure Dates and 

Number of Adults 

3. Enter the following Access Code for your 

Group to view your discounted rate: 

ABATE19 

If your guests decide to visit our website 

(www.lindenrowinn.com) directly, they can 

also click on Reservations and follow the in-

structions above. 

Please feel free to forward the above instruc-

tions to your guests, and do let us know if you 

have any questions. Rooms booked using the 

Access Code above will receive the negotiated 

group block rate and will be included as part of 

the group block. Reservations made without 

the Access Code will be charged Rack Rates. 

Your guests can also call out front desk at 804-

783-7000 and ask for the ABATE of Virginia 

Group Block to receive your group discount. 
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Culpeper Chapter 
ABATE OF VIRGINIA, INC, Culpeper Chapter 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, November 8, 2018 

Luigi’s Italian Restaurant, Southgate Plaza, Cul-
peper, VA 

 

Present: Anne Singleton, John Oliff, Dave Lew-
is, Sharon & Andy Keaton, Jonnie Reed, Mar-
yann Sowle, Joe Wagner 

 

New Officers voted in last meeting: 
Chapter Director:   Dave Lewis Asst Director: 
 Andy Keaton 

Treasurer:  Ann Singleton Secretary:  Sharon 
Keaton Sgt. of Arms: John Oliff 

 

Dave reviewed ABATE of VA’s mission state-
ment and our organization’s purpose; to promote 
motorcycle awareness and work legislatively for 
motorcyclists’ rights in Virginia.  Dave thanked 
members and officers for their service. Members 
thanked Dave for taking on leadership position 
for the chapter. 

 

LEGISLATION: 

Election results were discussed, reviewed. 

Andy has been in communications with Del. We-
bert’s aide and hopes to secure a meeting soon. 
Session is short and starts early this year.  Need 
constituents to arrange meeting with Del. Freitas, 
also. Helmet Law Reform bill has been drafted 
and language approved but we need a patron.  
Each Representative may only patron 15 bills. 

 

Doug and John Reed had good luck and found a 

lot of good parts at the Howard Co. Swap Meet 

Oct 28th.  A number of members had a great 

time at Anne’s Deck Party last weekend with 

Ronnie Johnson performing.  

 Mt. Thunder Chapter 
November 10, 2018 

Eddie: thanks everyone who came to Mike’s ben-
efit, the total was $1200. This helped pay for 
lawyer fees to help get things started 

Mike’s father thanks everyone  

Lots of new faces! Welcome!!!! 

We thank everyone for what they do for the 
chapter. 

For new members, a lot of Mountain Thunder 
members show up at the Coffee Pot. Mostly 
Thursdays evenings... everyone’s family no need 
for invites.  

Eddie overs number (540)855-8548 

David Lester’s number(540)632-6645 

(Mt. Thunder cont.) 

Please add and send a text to these two to receive group 
texts! Just send a text with your full name  

Special presentation today! A life member was added 32 

year member!!! Yay Kirby!!!  

Please remember when we have a patch on, we need to 

represent ABATE. It’s laws, biker safety and our chapter 

as a whole and a family!!  

We are the biggest chapter. 

Eddie updates everyone on what’s going on with the hel-

met law bill. 

Toys for Tots Run! Sunday December 2, kick stands up at 

11:00 leaving the Country Cooking in the Cave Spring 

area. If you want breakfast come early. Bikes or cars... we 

try to go in as a group and meet and ride as a group safe-

ly.  

David and Tarie are taking over the state advertising posi-

tion. See them for info if you or anyone would be interest-

ed in supporting to help benefit Everyone. (See flyer 

passed around) 

From the Horse’s Mouth 
Iron Horse Cavalry News 

 The Iron Horse Cavalry Chapter has remained busy since 

the State Rally. Meetings have dealt with the organ donor 

bill, Lobby Day, and the various events we support and 

sponsor during the fall and winter months. Of course, De-

cember contained a flurry of activity. 

Still, November started things off as we joined several 

other organizations for the 2nd Annual Veteran’s Day 

Parade at Liberty University. Thankfully, it was quite a bit 

warmer than the previous year. 

The 32nd Annual Lynchburg Toy Run started things off. 

Several chapter members assisted the LPD with rolling 

traffic control. This long-standing event is an offspring of 

the original Lynchburg Chapter. Two current IHC mem-

bers in attendance, Ken Swartz and Prof Sutton, were at 

the very first Toy Run. 

Each year, the IHC is a sponsor for the Wreaths Across 

America ceremony at the Old City Cemetery, which has 

graves of Lynchburg veterans from the American Revolu-

tion through Vietnam. Despite gloomy weather, two 

members once again participated in the remembrance. 

That evening, we combined our Christmas party with a 

fundraiser for the Big Al Memorial Ride for the children  

of the Patrick Henry Youth Homes. Four of Big Al’s adult 

children  were at the well attended event. The popular, 

local Pete Turpin  Band provided excellent tunes for the 

crowd, which filled The Yellow Submarine and the out-

door patio.  The ride will be held in January. 



Cruising the Commonwealth 

Send ‘em in! 

 
 
 

Got 
Pics? 



CHAPTER MEETING INFORMATION 
 
 
CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
Meets on the first Sunday of each month at 1PM 
at the Roanoke Moose Lodge,  
3233 Catawba Valley DR (Route 311), Salem, VA 
 
 
COALFIELD CHAPTER 
Meets on the second Saturday of each month 
at 7 PM at the Comfort Inn, 
22006 Riverside Drive, Grundy, VA 22006. 
 
 
CULPEPER CHAPTER 
Meets on the second Thursday of each month 
at 7 PM at Luigi’s Italian Restaurant 
235 Southgate Shopping Ctr, 
Culpeper, VA 22701. 
 
 
CHAPTER 99 
Meets on the first Monday of each month 
at 6 PM at Chug-A-Lugs, 15225 Wards Road (Route 
29 across from airport) Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 
 
FLATLANDER CHAPTER 
Meets on the second Sunday of each month 
at 1 PM at the  Towne Point Pub & Restaurant, 
3558 Towne Point Rd, Portsmouth, VA 23703 
 
 
HOLE IN THE WALL CHAPTER 
Meets on the third Saturday of each month 
at 6 PM at the BP station, located at 
EXIT 58 off I-77 in Bastian, VA 24314 
 
 
IRON HORSE CAVALRY CHAPTER 
Meets on the first Tuesday of each month 
at 7 PM at Big Lick’s, 4001 Murray Place 
(off the Lynchburg Expressway) in 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 
 
 
LONESOME PINE CHAPTER 
First Tuesday of each month 
Hawg Nutz 
1104 Kentucky Ave 
Norton, VA 24273 6:30pm. 
 
 
MASON DIXON CHAPTER 
Second and fourth Tuesday of each month @ 
8pm 
Patriot’s Cafe 
10376 Lee Hwy 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

 
 
 
 
MOUNTAIN THUNDER CHAPTER 
Meetings: Second Saturday of each month at 12 noon 
Jersey Lily’s Roadhouse 
1650 Braeburn Dr 
Salem, VA 24153 
Across from Lewis Gale Hospital 
 
 
NELSON COUNTY CHAPTER 
Meets on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7 PM at the Lovingston Café Lounge, 
165 Front Street, Lovingston, VA 22949 
 
 
PURGATORY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 
Meets on second Thursday of each month 
at 7 PM at the Buchanan Moose Lodge, 
534 3rd Street, Buchanan, VA 24066 
 
 
TAZEWELL COUNTY CHAPTER 
Meetings: 1st Friday of the month at 7 pm. 
La Fiesta Mexican Cantina 
504 Commerce Drive 
Bluefield, VA 24605 
 
 
 

 

Attention ABATE 

MEMBERS- 

Good times Restau-

rant & Bar in  

Buchanan is Offer-

ing a 10% Biker  

Discount On             

Sundays, But you 

have to ask for it. 

Tell ‘em Becky said... 



BOD MINUTES, September 30, 2018 
ABATE OF VIRGINIA, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Big Lick Tropical Grill– Lynchburg, VA 
  
The meeting was called to order by Executive Director Stan Bryant at 11:18 a.m. Operations Director Dave 
“Prof” Sutton and Financial Director Joe Wagner were also in attendance as voting BOD members. Other state 
officers present included Legislative Coordinator G.W. Peterson, Membership Director Mary-Ann Sowle, and 
NCOM/MRF Representative John Bilotta. 
   
The following chapters were represented: 
Chapter 99, Flatlander, , Iron Horse Cavalry (Duke Martin as proxy), Mason Dixon (MaryAnn Sowle as 
proxy, Mountain Thunder, Nelson County (Lee Bitzer as proxy), Purgatory Mountain, Tazewell County. 
 
The following chapters were not represented: Catawba Valley, Coalfield, Culpeper, Hole in the Wall, and 
Lonesome Pine. 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a quorum was established. 
MaryAnn moved to skip the reading of the previous meeting minutes; the motion was seconded and approved. 
 
CURRENT NEWS 
Stan reported that ABATE of Virginia Inc. is planning to sponsor a Lobby Day event in January. The BOD 
meeting will be on the 20th, while the actual visit to the Capitol will be on the 21st. We are looking into re-
turning to the Linden Row Hotel. 
 
Work continues on an organ donor bill that would exempt motorcyclists from the mandatory helmet law if they 
were officially listed as organ donors. More on that during legislative report. 
 
The floor was opened for nominations for additional nominees for state directors who are voting members of 
the board of directors. There were none. All current directors agreed to continue in their positions. Executive 
Director Stan Bryant, Operations Director Dave “Prof” Sutton, Financial Director Joe Wagner. 
 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR REPORT 
Prof asked for articles, pictures, and flyers for the next edition. 
 
Tarie Metz has stepped up to the Advertising Manager position. Thank you, Tarie! Prof reminded members 
that a 10% incentive will be given to chapters supplying paid advertising. Rates are now in the newsletter as 
well as on the website. 
 
Items for future newsletters can be sent to Prof’s ABATE dedicated e-mail, LCHistoryTeacher@outlook.com.   
 
FINANCIAL DIRECTOR 
Joe Wagner reported an available balance of $12,526.06. He reminded members to reach out to members who 
may have forgotten to renew their memberships. 
 
LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 
The Legislative Roundtable hosted by VCOM is scheduled for October 7 at the Richmond Marriot in Short 
Pump. The organ donor helmet exemption bill will be presented to other motorcycling organizations there.  
 
Background work has been continuing on the helmet law reform bill with organ donor exemption.  We have 
several possible patrons and co-patrons. It is even possible that it may become a bi-partisan bill. 



BOD Minutes continued 
 
AMA/MRF/NCOM 
John Bilotta reported that at the Meeting of the Minds in Denver, Wes Hurst has stepped down as Virginia’s 
MRF representative. John is now filling that position. He asks that everyone join in the national motorcyclists’ 
rights movement. 
 
He also discussed the growing movement toward E-15 ethanal fuels, which damage motorcycle engines. 
 
Bruce Biondo has moved on to another position. The new VDOT motorcycling person is Mr. Crumplek.  
 
ADVERTISING 
As our new advertising manager, Tarie asked members to provide her with possible client contacts. She also 
asked for copies of local yellow pages to use as a contact resource. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
MaryAnn distributed the annual membership pins to chapter directors present. Joe distributed membership re-
ports. Joe reported that we have 279 paid members. We need to remind members to renew their dues in a time-
ly fashion. 
 
WEBSITE– Joe reported that Prof and John are learning the new website, buy it is a work in progress. 
 
PRODUCTS– Lisa will be getting more of the oval logo decals. 
 
OPEN FLOOR 
G.W. expressed concern that another organization may be using our trademarked insignias or logos. This 
needs to be investigated. 
 
Prof  addressed a mistake from the 1990s that resulted  in two long-time members, Jeffrey Duke Martin and 
Tony Tronco, not receiving recognition for all their years of service to ABATE of Virginia Inc. Both men have 
served as directors of three chapters and co-founders of two. 
 
Prof made a motion that the mistake be rectified to reflect their actual years of dedication. The motion was se-
conded and passed. Duke expressed his gratitude.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Stan moved to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded and approved. 

 
 
 
 

Remember– Businesses that give ABATE 

members a 10% discount get a free business 

card ad in Freewheeling, like these fine 

folks. 



CHAPTER WALL 

SEND A PICTURE OF your chapter patch or 

banner for the wall 

YOUR CHAPTER 

HERE 

 

 

YOUR CHAPTER 

HERE 



Grover Greybeard 
Mobile action cameras are getting good vide-
os of motorcycle rides, both off-road trail ad-
ventures and highway scenes.  They are also 
capturing scenes of crashes, near misses and 
encounters with police and other motorists.  
 
Some things to consider are: 
Instead of using a regular automobile dash 
cam, try looking for one that is waterproof or 
water resistant or comes with a watertight 
case since it will be exposed to the elements. 
 
Some battery powered action cams may have 
only a 30 to 60 minute recording time.  An 
alternative to that will be an external power 
supply, perhaps an accessory cord from your 
bike’s battery. 
 
Recording times vary and you may want one 
with a “looping” capability that will record 
hours of video, then loop back and record new 
video over the oldest footage.  A button on the 
camera is used to save important footage and 
not have it recorded over. 
 
Consider placement of the camera.  A cam 
mounted to the front (or rear) of the bike will 
be limited to just the direction of travel or the 
view from the back.  And unless the camera is 
equipped with image stabilization, may be 
subject to extreme vibration.  A camera 
mounted to your helmet or clothing would be 
subjected to less vibration than on the bike 
and would be able to record scenes that would 
not be in the same view as a fixed mounted 
camera. 
 
There do not appear to be any prohibitions in 
Virginia to having a camera mounted to your 
helmet however you may be riding some-
where else where there are some regulations. 
Just like those people who call and advise you 
that the conversation is being recorded for 
training purposes, you should probably advise 
the people you are recording that you are re-
cording.   
 
It may not be required in this state, but again, 
you might be riding somewhere else where it 
is required.  It might also give that person 
something to think about and will be invalua-
ble if needed in a courtroom. 
 
 

THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is 
brought to you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored 
by the Law Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been in-
volved in any kind of accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or 

visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.  

 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES 
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish, 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

U.S. SENATE TAKES A STAND AGAINST POLICE PRO-

FILING OF MOTORCYCLISTS 

The United States Senate has approved the Motorcycle 

Profiling Resolution (Senate Resolution 154) without 

amendment by unanimous consent on Dec 11, addressing 

concerns of motorcyclists across the country regarding law 

enforcement discriminating against bikers in traffic stops, 

citations and arrests. 

This bipartisan and bicameral resolution (H.Res. 318 com-

panion in the House) could provide a national solution to 

the discriminatory profiling of motorcyclists over mode of 

transportation or style of dress in enforcing the 

law.  Several states have considered bills to prohibit police 

from profiling motorcyclists, and Washington became the 

first state to pass such an anti-profiling law in 2011, fol-

lowed by Maryland in 2016. 

The two companion measures in the U.S. Senate and 

House of Representatives, which are nonbinding and do 

not have the force of law, seek to curb profiling of motor-

cycle riders at the federal level by “Promoting awareness 

of motorcycle profiling and encouraging collaboration and 

communication with the motorcycle community and law 

enforcement officials to prevent instances of profiling.” 

S.Res. 154 and H.Res. 318 also “urges State law enforce-

ment officials to include statements condemning motorcy-

cle profiling in written policies and training materials.” 

U.S. Senator Ron Johnson (R-WI) spearheaded the meas-

ure in the Senate, and recently tweeted; “Pleased the Sen-

ate passed S.Res. 154 to encourage states to take steps to 

prevent profiling of #motorcycle riders. Hopefully this 

will lead to more efforts to raise awareness of and address 

motorcycle profiling.” 

http://www.on-a-bike.com/


(NCOM cont.) 
 

As defined by the Congressional resolu-

tions, “motorcycle profiling” means “the illegal 

use of the fact that a person rides a motorcycle or 

wears motorcycle related apparel as a factor in 

deciding to stop and question, take enforcement 

action, arrest, or search a person or vehicle with or 

without legal basis under the Constitution of the 

United States.” 

Concerned riders are now urged to contact their 

Congressional delegations in the U.S. House of 

Representatives and encourage them to join their 

Senate colleagues by likewise passing 

House Resolution 318. 

CELL PHONE BANS ARE SAVING MOTOR-

CYCLISTS’ LIVES 

Laws to ban or curb drivers' use of cell phones 

and other handheld devices have greatly reduced 

the rate of fatalities for motorcyclists, according to 

a new study by faculty at Florida Atlantic Univer-

sity and the University of Miami.  The study's 

findings, recently published in Social Science & 

Medicine, show that states with moderate to 

strong bans have motorcycle fatality rates that 

differ by as much as 11% compared to states with 

no bans. 

The study originally intended to focus on overall 

traffic fatality rates involving cell phone use while 

driving.  When it comes to car vs. car crashes, it's 

not clear that partial or total bans on phone use 

while driving has had any effect on fatalities, due 

largely to the high level of crash safety built into 

modern cars.  Such is not the case when it comes 

to motorcycles, however.  To the researchers' sur-

prise, data from the study reflects that states that 

have either a partial or total ban on cell phone use 

while driving have a lower number of  motorcycle 

fatalities compared to states with no ban at all. 

The researchers of this study argue 

that policymakers should consider strengthening 

texting and handheld cell phone bans, as well 

as enforcement, to improve safety and save motor-

cyclist lives.  According to the Insurance Institute 

for Highway Safety, using a hand-held cell phone 

while driving is illegal in just sixteen states plus 

Washington, D.C. 

"In the case of motorcycles, these laws seem to be 

effective," said study co-author Gulcin Gumus, 

Ph.D., an associate professor in health administra-

tion in the Department of Management Programs 

at FAU's College of Business.  

"While it's not clear that these laws have had an impact on 
reducing the overall number of traffic fatalities, when we 
focus specifically on motorcycles, we find that motorcycle 
ridersthese laws are having a major impact in reducing 
deaths among ." 
 
RECORD NUMBERS OF WOMEN ARE RIDING MO-
TORCYCLES 
More and more women are moving from the back seat of a 
motorcycle to behind the handlebars, with the number of 
female riders doubling over the past decade from one in ten 
in 2009 to one in five today. 
  
A study by the Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC) found 
that women now make up 19% of motorcycle owners, with 
even greater ownership among younger generations.  The 
survey found that among Millennials (Generation Y, born 
from 1985-2004), 26% of motorcycle owners were wom-
en.  Among Gen X (those born 1965-1984), 22% were 
women. 
  
"As the number of Boomers and mature motorcyclists 
shrink and are replaced by newer riders, we could soon be 
looking at a solid 25% of motorcycle owners being female," 
said Andria Yu, MIC director of communications. 
  
The MIC polled 2,472 adults nationwide for the 2018 Mo-
torcycle/ATV Owner Survey.  For decades, the MIC says 
its surveys have served as the census of motorcycling, and 
have tracked a steady growth in the percentage of women 
who own bikes. 
  
The MIC says the 2018 owner survey also found that wom-
en motorcycle owners spend, on average, $574 a year on 
tires, routine repairs, maintenance, replacement parts, and 
accessories and modifying equipment, compared with $497 
by men. 
  
Motorcycling has grown in popularity and acceptance in 
American culture in recent decades, which the MIC says is 
reflected in their survey.  It found that 66% of women mo-
torcycle owners say their family and friends would have a 
positive attitude toward motorcycles and scooters. 
  
However, total ridership is struggling according to USA 
Today, and overall new motorcycle sales have been stag-
nant in the U.S. since the Great Recession, with annual 
sales peaking in 2006. 
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Every man is guilty of all the good 
he didn't do.” 
~ Voltaire (1694-1778), French historian and philosopher 



Motorcycle Riders Foundation 

Trump Directs EPA to Allow Year-Round E-15 
Gas Sales 

Ahead of a scheduled visit to Iowa on Tuesday, 
President Donald Trump granted the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s (EPA) authority to lift re-
strictions on higher blend of ethanol E-15 year-
round. By lifting the restriction, the EPA will 
begin the arduous task of creating and seeking 
public comment on the new regulations going for-
ward. The EPA anticipates the new rule making 
process will be completed by early June 2019 and 
would allow the sale of E-15 during summer of 
2019. Currently, the sale of E-15 during the sum-
mer month’s is prohibited in some states due to the 
Clean Air Act.  

“We want to get more fuel into the system,” 
Trump told reporters before boarding Marine One 
to travel to a rally in Council Bluffs, Iowa. “This is 
great for our farmers, and it's a promise I made 
during the campaign, and as you know I keep my 
promises.” 

The expansion of the Renewable Fuel Standard 
has resulted in higher content of ethanol-blended 
gasoline at gas stations across America. These 
higher blends, like E-15 and E-85, have not been 
approved by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) for use in small engines like those in motor-
cycles. This is due to concerns for potential dam-
age to fuel lines, injectors, seals, gaskets, and 
valve seats, as well as to carburetors. As a result, 
many motorcycle manufacturers now include 
statements in the manual that any warranty would 
be voided if E-15 or higher is used. 

What does this mean for our motorcycles? 
Well, we already know that EPA guidance on E-15 
fuel prohibits the use in your motorcycle along 
with a host of other small engines. The Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation believes that,  

until higher blends of ethanol can be approved for use by 
both the EPA and motorcycle manufactures, the federal 
government must guarantee the availability of fuel blends 
containing no more than 10 percent ethanol (E-10) at gas 
stations around the country. The MRF fully intends to 
submit comment when it becomes available in the new 
rule making process in the coming months. 

So, what can we do right now? You may remember over 
the summer the MRF teamed up with representatives from 
the marine, motorcycling and outdoor power equipment 
on Capitol Hill in conjunction with Congressional Motor-
cycle and Boating Caucuses to discuss concerns over 
higher ethanol blends and lack of consumer education 
about the associated risks with ethanol. In conjunction 
with this event, we kicked off our support for H.R. 5855, 
the Consumer Protection and Fuel Transparency Act of 
2018. Authored by Rep. Austin Scott (R-GA) and Rep. 
Lois Frankel (D-FL), the legislation would require EPA to 
revise the labeling requirements at fuel pumps that dis-
pense E-15 and conduct a consumer education about the 
risks of using it in vehicles and equipment that are prohib-
ited from using E-15 (i.e. YOUR MOTORCYCLE) 

Ask  your U.S. Representative to support H.R. 5855 and 
help protect consumers unknowingly using a fuel blend 
that will not only damage your motorcycle, and void your 
warranty but the EPA has decided is illegal to put in your 
motorcycle.  

Membership Dues Update 
On May 20, 2019 some of the membership dues for the 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation will increase for the first 
time in many years. This decision was not made lightly. 
As we continue to fight for your right to ride, with new 
and emerging threats on the horizon, this action is neces-
sary to ensure your MRF has the tools it needs to continue 
to be an aggressive advocate for riders across the United 
States. 
  
Before this increase goes into effect, we are offering our 
most loyal members and supporters a chance to renew 
your membership at the current price. Whether you are an 
individual member or have a joint membership or a sus-
taining membership, we need your continued support. 
None of us can fight the enemy alone, but together we can 
make the difference and ensure that future generations can 
ride free while preserving our lifestyle. 
  
Don’t miss the May 20 deadline and don’t wait! Renew or 
upgrade your membership today before the increase! 
 
 Membership Tier 
 Previous Price                                                   New Price 
 Individual 
 $30                                                                        $35 
 Joint 
 $50                                                                        $60 
 3-Yr Individual 
 $80                                                                        $95 
 3-Yr Joint 
 $130                                                                      $140 



ABATE HAS HELPED DO THIS: 
 
Designating all money from the motorcycle endorsements 
on drivers’ licenses to be applied directly to the Virginia 
Rider Training Program. 
 
Establishment of a motorcyclist’s learner’s permit. 
 
Prohibiting state, county, and city governments from ban-
ning motorcycles from roads that use any public funds. 
 
Prohibiting motorcycle-only checkpoints. 
 
Permitting the use of headphones in helmets as part of a 
communication device. 
 
Permanently allowing motorcycles on High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) lanes by statute. 
 
Allowing motorcyclists to proceed through a red light after 
waiting two minutes or two cycles and when safe to do so. 
 
Defining legal helmet standards by statute and repealing 
the criminal penalty of wearing a non-approved helmet. 
 
Allowing motorcyclists to ride in a police escorted parade 
without a helmet. 
 
Requiring all driver education programs to include motor-
cycle awareness training. 
 
Adoption of a special license plate that incorporates a safe 
motorcycling message.  
 
Allowing use of additional brake lights approved by the 
Superintendent of the State Police, modulating brake lights 
and modulating headlights. 
 
Defeating legislation that placed an age limit on motor- 
cycle passengers. 
 
Defeating legislation that would have prohibited motor- 
cycles from bridges and tunnels in the Hampton Roads area 
during periods of strong weather. 
 
Requiring VDOT to consider motorcycles in all roadway 
maintenance and planning of future roadway projects. 
 
Allowing the use of a facemask in public when not trying 
to conceal one’s identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete and mail this application, with a check or 
money order to:   

ABATE of VA, PO Box 426, Oakton, VA  22124 

 

(Please print legibly) 

 

Name(s): ____________________ _______________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

 

City:_____________________________State_____Zip_______ 

 

Signature(s):  _______________ _________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________ _____ 

 

Referred by:  ____________________________ ____________ 

 

Category:  Single $20.00 [ ]     Joint $30.00 [ ]       

                                New [ ]           Renewal [ ] 

Add $10.00 for each additional member in the same household 

New membership for 18-29 years of age   FREE! [ ] 

Life time membership $400.00 [ ] 

 

Are you a registered voter?    Yes [ ]     No [ ] 

 

Are you an AMA member?       Yes [ ]     No [ ] 

 

#________________________ 

Are you a VCOM member?  Yes [ ]  No [ ] 

 

Are you an MRF member?    Yes [ ]  No [ ]   

 

Occupation(s): _____________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  __________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail:  __________________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred Chapter: __________________________________________________ 

 

What would you like ABATE to accomplish? (We do read this.) 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Dues/donations to ABATE of VA are not tax deductible, 
transferable, or refundable. 



ABATE of VIRGINIA INC. 
 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIASTS AND ENTERPRISING BUSI-

NESS MANAGERS!   

  

This is the time to get in on a great promotional opportunity! Sign up now for an annual, bi-annual, 

or quarterly website ad, including newsletter space, and save money with our current low rates!   

  

Yearly-    Full Page Ad $225         Half Page Ad $115   Business Card Ad $100  

6 month-  Full Page Ad $125        Half Page Ad  $75     Business Card Ad $50 

Contact Advertising Manager 
Tarie Metz 
tarie65@gmail.com 


