
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 14, 2019 

THE COFFEE POT, ROANOKE, VA 

 

The meeting was called to order by Operations Director 

Dave “Prof” Sutton with the following chapters 

represented: Catawba Valley: Jamey Young and Teresa 

Cooper; Chapter 99: Pete Bulgart; Flatlander: John 

Bilotta and Lisa Bilotta; Iron Horse Cavalry: Daniel 

Trail, Jennifer Trail (one of them was acting as proxy for 

IHCC) and James Jesse; Mason Dixon: Joe Wagner 

(Fin. Dir.) and GW Peterson; Mountain Thunder: 

Eddie Ober, Marci Lyons, Julie Swartz, Tony Foster, 

Mikie Lester, Mike Lester, Teresa Lester, James Bailey, 

Pamala Markham, Alfred Matherly, Priscilla Matherly, 

Travis Moorman, Constance Stone, Steve Moody, 

Carman Bayne, Jerry Moore, Michelle Cahill, Russell 

(Tony) Hart, Tammy Ebe, Glenn Smith, Leon Perdue, 

David Lester, Randy Blevins, Steven Foster, Neil 

Hardesty, Georgie Anderson, Butch Conley, Ginger 

Conley, Jim Killgore, Jerry Simmons, Laura Simmons, 

Angie Bean, Brian Bean, Chrissy Carter, Michael 

Keyton, John Casazza, Christel Miller, Tarie Metz, Jane 

Page, Eddie Conner, Jerry Lusk, Kirby, Tom Zwolinski 

and Frank Zwolinski; Purgatory Mountain: Steve 

Hubbard, Ben Thrasher, Tom Griffin, David Aaron and 

Debbie Aaron; Tazewell County: Freddie E. Gillespie 

Jr.  Chapters not present were Coalfield, Culpeper, Hole 

in the Wall, Lonesome Pine, Nelson County and 

Tazewell County Nomads. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a quorum was 

established. 

Dave explained that Executive Director Stan Bryant 

could not attend the meeting since he had two grand-

children’s birthdays that had priority since they weren’t 

sure how many more they would have together. 

Dave recommended that we skip the reading of the 

previous meeting minutes. A motion was made to 

dispense with reading of minutes; motion was seconded 

and approved. 

Dave noted that due to miscommunication, the late date 

may preclude having a rally this year.  Eddie said he had 

brought some contact information about a possible 

location, but had not heard anything after that. 

Dave said the state would front money to rally 

organizers and recoup that after the rally with excess 

going to the chapters organizing the event.  Dave also 

suggested planning for the 2020 rally starting this year. 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to start 

making plans for the 2020 rally. 

Dave mentioned the need to maintain and grow 

membership.  Ideas were discussed for fundraisers and 

membership drives/runs.  Recommendations were made 

to participate in other organizations’ events. 

Dave and GW noted the upcoming November elections 

of General Assembly members.  Dave said the delegates 

may have to use new re-districting maps, but GW said a 

recent Supreme Court ruling may allow existing maps.  

GW said that Scott Garrett will not be running again and 

two other main opponents in Transportation Committee 

will not be returning.  He noted that Virginia could have 

had an additional 40,000 potential organ donors… 

Dave noted that in the late 1990’s and early 2000’s, we 

had introduced/amended/repealed/changed several dozen 

laws (i.e. handlebar height, rider education, helmet 

communication, etc…). 

 

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 

Dave said newsletters had not been printed due to lack of 

submissions/content.  He again asked for chapter input, 

including any items posted on social media. 

We will have the newsletter topic on the agenda for the 

next BOD to determine whether to leave it as is (printed 

copies and website) or to limit it to just the website.  

There was also a comment about having color copies 

printed instead of black and white copies. 

Dave also said he was not sure when we last had a state 

secretary, but felt that one was needed.  He noted state 

officer elections will be held at the next BOD meeting, 

which he believes will be held in October. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Joe reported on expenditures, deposits and current 

balance, noting that the last payment had been made to 

David Bailey for lobbying services.  He also said he did 

not make a payment to the AMA as we no longer needed 

whatever insurance coverage they had provided. 
 

AMA/MRF/NCOM 

John noted that he was wearing his MRF hat and wanted 

to speak about the Motorcycle Riders Foundation.  He 

urged everyone to consider joining the MRF and 

explained that it is a national organization and all state 

motorcycle organizations benefit from it, noting that the 

latest “Call-to-Action” came through the MRF network. 
 

ADVERTISING 

Tarie has sent out over 100 advertising packets, but has 

not received any responses except for the advertisers 

with which she has had face-to-face meetings.  She said 

the chapters need to get out there and help in their areas 

as she cannot meet with everyone. 

Dave said that Kelly Collins, former editor of Thunder 

Roads magazine was dropped by the magazine a few 

years ago and is now publishing “Virginia Rider” 

magazine.  He said an idea had been brought up about 

advertising in the magazine to help grow membership. 

No decisions were made now and the topic will be 

brought up again at the next BOD meeting. 
 
 



LEGISLATIVE 

GW noted that we could make a request to the Speaker 

of the House to have our bills directed to specific 

committees.  He also noted that the last states to change 

their helmet laws used some type of insurance clauses in 

their bills.  He said we will need to decide on a 

legislative plan after the November elections, but can 

start planning sooner and have proposals in October. 

Dave suggested having GW draw up proposal for bill(s) 

and develop strategies for both House and Senate so that 

decisions could be made after elections.  A motion was 

made, seconded and approved for plans to be made and 

discussions to be held at the next BOD.  

 

PRODUCTS 

Lisa has products on hand, she had no other comments. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Since MaryAnn is out of the country, Joe gave a 

membership report and said the “year” pins would be 

mailed to members. 
 

OPEN FLOOR 

Tazewell County Chapter will hold an Awareness Rally 

next weekend. 

 

Daniel Trail said he had 100 tickets for an AR-15 raffle 

at $10 apiece. 

 

A question was raised about grass clippings, wanting to 

know what we could do since there are still bikers 

involved in accidents caused by the clippings.  It was 

noted that Wes Hurst in Hillsville suggested taking 

photographs of the roads where clippings are left to 

document the problem. 

 

One member spoke about the method to intentionally 

drop a bike to get low and avoid a collision with the 

bumper of a truck. 

 

Eddie noted that ABATE is listed as a sponsor of the 

SouthernVA Bike Rally in August.  It was suggested we 

see about setting up a booth/table there since we are on 

the program. 

 

A suggestion was made to hold future BOD meetings at 

Lynchburg and Roanoke, not just always in Lynchburg. 

 

One chapter will be holding a benefit ride to help a child 

who was injured in a dog attack. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Dave moved to adjourn the meeting; the motion was 

seconded and approved, with the meeting being closed 

with a prayer. 


